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Coronavirus Policy


In light of Boris Johnson’s latest announcement we are now moving into the reopening phase for childcare during the COVID-19 pandemic.
From the 1st June 2020, childcare business will be starting a phased return.  In light of this and to keep my setting a safe environment there will be some changes that will be made.

Arrival and Departures
· I will be operating an arrival and departure routine to ensure social distancing measures are followed. You will be asked to drop your child at the back gate so they can come straight into the garden and collect at the front door at their designated times. 

· Parents will not be invited into the setting during this period. If you need to speak to me we can arrange a mutually suitable time and method on the day.

· If the child needs emotional support or comfort on arrival I will ask you to place the child down and I will then pick up and comfort as normal.

The Setting 
· Child led play/activities will be in the outside space where possible.

· Travel cots will be positioned under a gazebo for nap times (weather permitting).

· Lunch and Snack time will be outside in a shaded area (weather permitting).
· Where the inside space is required to be used I will ensure good ventilation by opening doors and windows were possible.





· A risk assessment will be carried out to identify toys that pose the greatest risk, and steps taken to minimise that risk. Where messy/malleable play activities are provided, these will be available to individual children and not shared.         

· Regular disinfecting of all surfaces (include areas for example, work tops, door handles etc) will take place following the Government guidance issued.   

· Parents to provide nappies, wipes, a change of clothes, a cup, a bottle, a comforter, sun cream and a sun hat a week before the child starting. This will be kept in the setting to reduce cross contamination.

· No toys, teddies or personal belonging to be bought into the setting.

Travel
· I will limit access to areas away from my setting in line with Government guidance. Any essential trips, for example school pick-up, will be assessed to minimise the risk of infection. 

· Where numbers permit, I will seat children in age appropriate car seats with a space in between.

· We will continue to go out in local areas (like the woods, the forest and countryside) adhering to the Government guidance.

Illness
· If a child becomes unwell with a new, continuous cough or a high temperature they must be collected and parents will be advised to follow the COVID-19: guidance for households with possible coronavirus infection guidance.  

· If a child is awaiting collection, they will be moved to a ventilated room where they can be isolated behind a closed door, with appropriate adult supervision. If it is not possible to isolate them, I will move them to an area which is at least 2 metres away from other people. 

· If they need to go to the bathroom while waiting to be collected, they will use a separate bathroom, where possible, which will be cleaned and disinfected using standard cleaning products before being used by anyone else.

· I will wear appropriate PPE when caring for the child while they await collection if a distance of 2 metres cannot be maintained (such as for a very young child or a child with complex needs).

· Should I or any family member develop symptoms of coronavirus I will get tested, self-isolate for seven days and fellow household members will self-isolate for 14 days. 

· Where a child tests negative, they can return to my setting and their household members can end their self-isolation in accordance with government guidance.

· Where a child tests positive for COVID-19, the other children within my setting will be sent home and advised to self-isolate for 14 days. The other household members of these families do not need to self-isolate unless their child subsequently develops symptoms.

· It is imperative that you keep your child home if they are displaying ANY symptoms of COVID-19, no matter how mild these may be. 

· Child should stay home for 7 days from the first day of symptoms appearing. 
Please visit NHS website for the symptoms which include a dry cough, shortness of breath, a temperature, loss of taste and smell. 

· If a child is experiencing one or more of these symptoms they cannot attend under any circumstance. Children should be kept home away from other people in order to reduce the risk of potential spreading.
 
· Please do not administer Calpol or Nurofen before your child attends as this will mask any possible symptoms that I need to look out for. 

Hygiene
· I encourage children to learn about good hygiene by promoting regular hand washing and not to touch mouth, eyes and nose where possible. 

· Children will be supported to wash their hands for 20 seconds on arrival at the setting, after coughing or sneezing, before eating or any individual food preparation, after touching any pets, after using the toilet. Each child will be provided with their own hand towel (which will be washed daily)

· Personal protective equipment will be used in the following situations (intimate care needs e.g nappy changing) or if a child becomes unwell with symptoms of coronavirus while in the setting in accordance with relevant Government guidance).

· I ensure there is a supply of tissues available for children, and help children to learn how to catch their sneezes and coughs.

I will be following strict hygiene procedures throughout the day with hand washing, surface and equipment cleaning. Your child’s health is a top priority for me so I ask for your support and cooperation in this matter over the coming weeks and months.  I will update regularly as and when the situation changes.



Payments during COVID-19. 
· Fees will apply as normal from 1st June 2020 (as long as I am able offer childcare).

· If I have to close because I have to self-isolate or one of my family does then I will not be charging as my service will be unavailable. 

· If your child cannot attend for the same reasons then it will be normal fees just like any other illness as my service is available. 

· [bookmark: _GoBack]If I have to close due to a child in my setting showing symptoms or testing positive fees will apply.

· If the Government take the extreme step of closing all childcare settings which I have no control over fees will still apply.
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